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BREAKDOWN

• Comes from the Latin word purgare: meaning to “purify”.

• Can be used as a verb or noun.

• Originally used in French writing in the early 14th century.

• Usually used in an extreme context.

• Mostly used in Middle-English



Word Web

• Old-French, Latin, and Middle-English 

origins.

• Used in multiple contexts.

• Roughly always had the same meaning.



CONTEXT

Ex.

1. “That I, alone and with the help of my men may purge all evil from this hall.”

2. “The doctor had to purge the disease out of his system.”

3. “She attempted to purge her fear of heights”

4. “They attempted to purge that terrible thought from their minds.”

How does the word relate?
• The hero is trying to cleanse himself of the wrongdoings from his 

past


